
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 26, 2023 – 9:00 AM 
5TH SUNDAY IN LENT 

WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY 



 

 

 

 
A SPECIAL WELCOME ON THIS FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 [All text in italics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.] 
 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
 

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE to enter into the light of the baptized assembly, to hear 
the word, and to share in the meal of forgiveness. [Sundays and Seasons.] 
 
WORSHIP IS LIVESTREAMED ON FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE with cameras showing everything 
that happens along the altar space. The front pews are sometimes shown online as well. 
 
BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER!  We invite you to try one of our listening devices, which 
allows you to sit anywhere in the sanctuary. They are available by speaking to an 
usher, the service coordinator, or other worship leader. 
 
PINK PRAYER CARDS:  If you are in the sanctuary, you may write names for prayer on a 
pink card from the pew rack in and place on altar rail. Prayer requests can also be 
posted on our Facebook and YouTube Page.  To add a name to our printed prayer list 
write “Prayer List” on the card or on your online comment. Please be sure this prayer 
request is approved by the person for whom we are praying. 
 
“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!”  Christ Lutheran’s Prayer Chain is available daily for prayer for 
members, friends and family.   You may contact church office with your joys or concerns. 
 
NURSERY FACILITIES: There is a self-serve Nursery and Infant Room for young children 
accompanied by their parents. The Infant Room contains a bathroom with a changing 
table. These rooms are located along the hallway from the side door of the sanctuary. 
 
NEED AN OFFERING ENVELOPE?  We have envelopes in the pews for you. 
Please include your contact information or envelope number. 
Offerings may also be paid online at www.clc4u.com/give or mailed 
to the church office. You can scan the QR code with your phone and 
be directed to our online giving page (will open a webpage from 
eservicepayments.com).  
 

http://www.clc4u.com/give


 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   [After the welcome, you are invited to rise in body or spirit.] 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   [By Rev. Gord.] 

God, you bring us together in this place, 
 we come to be fed, to be renewed, to seek understanding. 
God, you challenge us in this place, 
 we embrace the challenge, trusting that through challenge we grow in faith. 
God, you are revealed in this place, 
 sometimes in shining glory, sometimes in tears and struggle. 
God as we worship in this place, 
 refresh, renew, and challenge us so that we would see your awesomeness. 
We pray in Jesus' name, as we strive to walk the path of discipleship.  
Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      
Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for  
 repentance and God’s mercy.  [A moment of silence.] 
Holy God, 
 we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
 we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
 we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
 we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
 we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
 so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 

 ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

 and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 



 

 

GATHERING SONG  – “Gather Us In”    [All verses.] 

 
[Text and Music, Used by permission CCLI License #2576787] 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   [The congregation may sit.] 
 

[The congregation remains seated for the reading.] 

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to John 11:1-45  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped 
his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to 
Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 
  7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the [religious leaders] were just now trying to stone 
you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours 
of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the 
light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in 
them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 
am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen 
asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 
18

Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 



 

 

home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.” 
  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, 
she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village,   
but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31Those with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and those 
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36The people in the crowd said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
have kept this man from dying?” 
  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
  45Many of those therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him. 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

 

SERMON – “Saved From”     Rev. Marc A. Stutzel, Pastor 

 
[The congregation stands as able.] 

SONG AFTER SERMON – “Cornerstone” 

 
[Song continues on the following page.] 



 

 

 



 

 

 
[CCLI Song #6158927; CCLI #2476787.] 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED    [The congregation remains standing.] 
Let us confess our faith in the words of The Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 



 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    [The congregation may sit.] 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all    
of creation.   [A brief silence.] 
 

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church and bring wisdom 
to our bishops, Elizabeth and Tracie, and all discerning calls to leadership in your 
church. Deepen our partnerships with our churches around the globe and bless the 
work of missionaries who accompany them. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems 
in need of healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil 
beneath our feet and the air all around. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind 
nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Guide the 
work of heads of state and elected officials including Joseph the President, Philip, 
NJ’s governor, Carlos, the mayor of Woodcliff Lake, and Jennifer, Jacqueline, 
Josephine, Nicole, Benjamin, Richard, Woodcliff Lake Councilpersons. Raise up 
leaders at all levels of government who work to promote the dignity of every human 
life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by 
illness especially . . .  
 

Jon Acito, Dolores Albert, Steve Albert, Dyan Calder,   
Deb Caspere, Mike Cauda, Jim Christensen, Gordon Comstock, Jim Drobinske,  

Jake, Jackson Fehr, Gabriella, Lea, Barbara Meyer,  Jim Sallo, Faye Rekosik,  
Lata Sharma,  Alice Sheer, and Miriam Valder 

 
You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free 
us from the worries that bind us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



 

 

 
Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this 
congregation including our musicians Argine and David, our chancel choir, and all 
soloists who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament   
and prayer.  
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With 
thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER     
Let us pray. God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have donated online, 
mailed to the church, placed in the offering plate, and made real through the care 
we offer to all. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your 
very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.   
Amen. 

 
THE PEACE  
I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in your sacred space.   
Send a blessing, wishing that the peace of Christ may be with them.  
 

Let us now think about all who are worshipping in the sanctuary, online, via 
conference call, or at a different time than right now. In our hearts, let’s send to your 
entire faith community a blessing and wish that the peace of Christ may be with 
them. 
 

Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, friends, neighbors, 
and to the entire world. With God’s help, our hearts are big enough to extend peace 
that far. Let us embody the peace of Christ after we leave worship today. 



 

 

[The congregation stands.] 

HOLY COMMUNION    
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and connecting us across phone 
lines, the internet, and time itself—let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus,         
you are welcomed and loved. [The congregation may sit.] 

HOLY COMMUNION 
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink. 

SPACED-OUT BUT ONE COMMUNION: There's no need to crowd the rail.  
Feel free to wait patiently in line in the center aisle before space opens up. 

Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),  
followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups.  

Those who have not received First Communion or otherwise can request a blessing  
by coming forward and holding their arms across their chest. 

For those joining at home or in your seats, we invite you to commune yourself  
when Pastor Marc is served at the end.] 

This is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 

[The congregation stands as able.] 



 

 

[After consuming the elements.]  

 May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Let us pray. Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of 
our neighbors and touch the world with your love. Amen. 
 

SONG – “Mighty to Save”   [Words and Music by Reuben Morgan and Ben Fielding] 

 
[Song continues on the following page.] 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
[CCLI Song j4591782 ; CCLI License #2576787 all rights reserved] 
 

BLESSING  AND DISMISSAL    [Rev. Leila M. Ortiz, Bishop of the Metropolitan Washington D.C. Synod] 
May God give you grace never to sell yourself short; grace to risk something big for 
something good; grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything but 

truth and too small for anything but Love. The blessing of God Almighty ☩ Father Son 

and Holy Spirit be with us now and remain with us this day and always.  
Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Serve in love.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

*   *   *   *   * 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

A SPECIAL HELLO TO EVERYONE ATTENDING CLC TODAY FOR THE FIRST TIME. We are blessed 
by your presence and pray you will be blessed in this space. We'd love to stay in 
contact with you throughout the week. If you wish, fill out the orange card ("We're 
glad you're here!) in the back of the pew in front of you. You can also reach out to 
Pastor Marc any time. His business card with contact information is available where 
you picked up this bulletin or you may speak to him after worship.  
 

AED: If a medical emergency occurs and an AED is needed, one is located in the red 
bag on top of the church mailboxes next to the church office and choir room. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Meredith and Jim Drobinske in honor of their granddaughter, 
Avery June who is being baptized today. On the narthex flower chart you may sponsor 
flowers ($60 per Sunday) in honor or memory of loved ones. Sign your name and Doris, 
Parish Admin. will contact you for details.  It’s our tradition to allow sponsors to take one 
bouquet and have one (or both) delivered to people for whom we care. 
 

BIBLE STUDY TO CONTINUE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 11:00 AM:  Our Bible Study continues 
as we move from the church in Corinth to the Christians living in Thessaloniki. 
Please read chapters 1-5 for 1st Thessalonians. 
 

EASTER FLOWER SIGNUP:  Check the Narthex black table for a signup sheet to order 6” pots 
of flowers for the Easter Sunday altar. Sign the sheet and mail your check to the church 
office. Prices: Lilies--$18.00; Tulips--$13.00; Daffodils--$13.00.  
 

DONATE YOUR HAMS:  ShopRite’s points-for-hams is back and the Tri-Boro Food Pantry 
could use your help. If you don’t plan to use your ham, consider donating it to the pantry 
(65 Pascack Rd in Park Ridge). The pantry will be giving out approximately 200 Easter 
meals very soon. You can drop the ham at the pantry on Tuesday or Thursday between 
9:00 and 11:00 am or bring to the church on a Sunday.  
 

TRASH AND TREASURE preparations are well underway! The sale is May 6, 8:00 am to 
noon, 1 pm - 4 pm. All non-clothing donations are being accepted in the Opsal Wing 
(door off the big parking lot in back) beginning Sunday, April 16 through Tuesday, May 
2. Volunteers are needed starting Tuesday, April 18. For a more complete schedule 
with our work nights and more, visit www.clc4u.com/trashandtreasure. 
 



 

 

ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS by reading these appointed         
selections for next Sunday, April 2, Palm/Passion Sunday — Matthew 21:1-11;     
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14--27:66. 
 

ANNUAL LENTEN HUNGER APPEAL SPONSORED BY CARE COMMITTEE:  Continuing today, the 
Care Committee will have coffee and bake sales (bagels, coffee cake and other treats) 
following both Sunday worship services during. Your donations will help the over 800 
million people across the world who are hungry. 
 

KEEPING MUSIC MINISTRY ALIVE:  Chancel Choir is recruiting singers for Easter, 
teenagers and up. Let our music director know of your interest. 

 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 

  

 Sunday, March 26  Worship    9:00 and 10:30 am 
   Sunday School  9:50 am 
 Tuesday, March 28  Knit 1, Crochet Too 10:00 am 
 Wednesday, March 29 Bible Study   11:00 am 
   Chancel Choir  4:00 pm 
 Sunday, April 2  Worship   9:00 am 
 Palm/Passion Sunday  Worship   10:30 am 
    

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER  
 

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 2 
9:00 am Contemporary Worship 

10:30 am Traditional Worship 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 6 
7:30 pm Traditional Worship 

 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 7 
12 pm Noon (in chapel) 

7:30 pm Traditional Worship 
 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 9 
9:00 am Contemporary Worship 

10:30 am Traditional Worship 



 

 

 

 
 

ASSISTING MINISTERS TODAY:  
 
Musicians:  
9:00 am- David Scance  
10:30 am Argine Safari 
 
10:30 am: 
Service Coordinators—Kim and Tom Kearns 
Altar Guild– Mary Zeigler 
Reader—Meredith Drobinske   
Communion Assistant — Nancy Kerber 
Altar Flower delivery—Karen Pasch 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 
Director of Music: Argine Safari 

Dir. of Contemporary Music: David Scance 
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse 

32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677 
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net 

       Share with us at clc4u.com  

 facebook.com/clc4u 

 instagram.com/clc4u 
             Open on Sundays 
          9:00 am and 10:30 am 

 

mailto:clc4u2@verizon.net
http://www.clc4u.com/

